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al merge photos for better exposure

ex Osu Learn how to fake a neutral density graduated filter in
Photoshop by merging two bracketed photos

essentials n this article we're going to theimage. Once your image is overexposed
TakEthese g it s 1 ) explore a very simple method it beco of

55 useless, and no amount of
- —
images...

e of balancing out the exposure Photoshop magi
Ntermadiats between two parts of animage Forexample,
Expert by merging two bracketed photos, and

" by doing so compensate for a real-world
neutral density graduated filter. C52

have an automated way of doir

n bring it back.

ake animage ofan

happe
as a colour withinthe ima

OVEREXPOSED

A

on the output

underexposed
files

ng back the tone of resort to all those expensive filters.

is very little that will £

UNDEREXPOSED

and S i w

createthis!

I

tyou'll learn |
BLENDING
MODES
LAYERMASKS

IMPROVE
EXPOSURE
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GET MAXIMUM EXPOSURE

From dodgy to delightful

02

Resources

Foviarisea i ted vord
pen
the two photos in neu":al
Photoshop, and density
pick the Move tool. graduated
Hold Shift down filters
and drag the lighter ; -
(overexposed) g Neutral dereity
image into the darker - gradl.fa_ted
{underexposed) image mmt;? bkl fro:'n
0 Taking your photos Before '.Ninclow_ The lighter mn DI?OrleSdpz!er: :
starting out in Photoshop, get out image isplaced asa the camera lens,
your tripod, set your camera to Manual and take layer on the darker one. they help equilibrate
two exposures of the exact same image - about By holding Shift, the the exposure of a
ahalftoonestopapart. Theideaistocorrectfora  relative location of the scene, eg with an
drastic differencein exposure. Ifunsure, take four ~ image is maintained image of a skyline
or five different exposures of the same shotoruse  when placed inthe on a bright sunny
the supplied images on the disc. otherimage window. day you't almos:_
always end up with
| Layers “Channes™Mpaths L 7 ) a blown-out sky and
Horma ¥ Opacty:| 100% & ? properlydeprosed
oreground. Expose
0 sgi: for the sky, aqd
you end up with
Sm to tra_nspargnt an underexposed
gradient With the (darkened)
layer mask selected foreground. Add
Mo, [Eorameoumd 5o TrAREHE == and your foreground the neutral density
ey . cglour set 1o Black, graduated filter and
S click on the Gradient t|_1e grey half of the
toolin the Toolbox. filter blocks out sun
Click the Gradient coming from the
swatchinthe sky, which evens out
0 Create a layer mask Closethe Options barto open exposure between
overexposed image, asit’s not needed the Gradient Editor ?rg;epa;t:t:g ?ileter
any more. In the consolidated document, click dialog, and select is partially grey, it

the Add Layer Mask button in the Layers palette
to create a layer mask on the overexposed layer.
Rename the two layers here soyou can see
which layer is which.

-

0 Add a bit more pop to the image

Create a duplicate of the top layer,
mask and all, by dragging the top layer over the
Create a New Layer button on the Layers palette.
Select the layer mask and press the Ctrl/Cmd+
keyboard combination. This inverts your layer
mask. Then change the layer’s blend mode to
Multiply and Opacity to 50%.

0 Draw your gradient into the

mask Holding your Shift key down,
draw a gradient from the top of the image to the
bottom of the image. This has the same effect as
applying a neutral density graduated filter to the
front of your lens.

the Foreground to

Transparent gradient.

doesn't affect image
colour, making it a

Behind the camera

Now click OK to close neutral filter.
the dialog.
The layer structure

Duplicate

Overexposed

Underexposed
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